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END OF TERM

SBREGHHIRS MP - Reading East

A report for the people of
Reading East and Reading West
from your members of Parliament.

un Toudh

WEFtin Salter MP - Reading Viest

Following their election victories last May our two Reading MP’s pledged to keep you informed of the work they are doing both in

Parliament and in their constituencies. This is the first in a series of regular Parliamentary reports to constituents that Jane Griffiths
MP and Martin Salter MP will be publishing and sending to every home in Reading East and Reading West. Both Jane and Martin are -
determined to keep in touch with local people all year round.

JANE GRIFFITHS MP

Ayear ago in May | was pround to be elected as the new
Labour MP for Reading East. The first ever woman to be
elected as MP in Reading. In that election | stood as a
candidate promising change. Already | have made a start

writing articles for local newspapers on a regular basis
and bringing my surgeries to you rather than waiting for
ee me. This is another example of that change

from me to you on what | have been doing in
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Parliament since the election. | intend to produce this
report regularly to keep you in touch with details of what
| have been doing. Inside you will also find listed details
of achieivements by the new Government in the impor-
tant fields of Health and Education.

As an MP who lives and shops locally | get to meet and
chat with many of you regularly but | hope you find this
annual report useful if you have any comments or mat-
ters you would like my help with please either send the
coupon on the back to my office, or contact me in one
of the six ways mentioned. If you have any views on the
content of this annual report or the way it is set out, |
would welcome hearing from you.

With best wishes

Jane Griffiths MP
Your Member of Parliament for Reading East

Itis a great honour to be elected to serve as a mem-
ber of Pariament and | would like to thank the peo-
ple of Reading West for putting their trust in me. |
have tried to be an active and hard working con-
stituency MP - as well as contributing to the work of
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MARTIN SALTER MP

"

the new Labour Govemment in the House of
Commaons.

Life as an MP involves constant juggling between
constituenty work and Parliamentary duties. | enjoy it
all and feel very priveleged to be able to speak up for
the people of Reading West at both local and nation-
al levels. This Parliamentry report is an important way
of remaining accountable to my constituents.
Hopefully it will demonstrate to you how | spend my
time, the types of individual problems and cases that
| deal with, the community organisations that | visit
and support and the campaigns and issues that | take
up on behalf of the local people.

With best wishes M _L—v w

Martin Salter MP
Your Member of Parliament for Reading West

S0 ways to contact Jane Griffiths MP: 1.Phone 0171 219 5079 or 0118 957 3756 2MWrite: 81 Kings Road, Reading, RG1 30D or
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 3.e-mail: griffithsj@parliamentuk 4Drop a note in to the bax at Caversham Library or
Sdrop a note in to the box at Reading Counil Offices 6.Come to a surgery at: A pub - second Friday of the month 6-8pm. Coundil
Offices - second Saturday of the month 10am-1pm. Tesca Cafe - the fourth Friday of the month 6.30-8pm. Woodley Library - fourth
Saturday of the month 9.30-11,30am.

JANE GRIFFITHS MP - SW i Toudh with you

51X ways to contact Jane Griffiths MP: 1.Book an appointment for on of his Advice Surgeries held on 2nd and 4th Saturdays of
every month - Tel: 954 6782 2.Call in at on of Martin's Friday evening local Drop-In Surgeries, fordetails call - 954 6782 3MWite to
Martin at the Reading West Labour Party Constituency Office - 413 Oxford Road, Reading RG30 1HA 4Drop him a note in the new
MP mailbox in the Civic Offices, Reading and save yourself the price of a stamp. 5Write to House of Commons, London SW1A
0AA. 6e-mail: salterm@parfiament.uk.

MARTIN SALTER MP - SW i Toudk witl you




Yes - very! There are good tradi-
tions, but some get in the way of
doing a good job. One example is
the time it takes us to vote - going
through an old fashioned turnstile.
~ There is a committee looking at
modemnising procedures.
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in uitmmtee. I'm on the Public
this meets for two whole after-

3. How many women MP’'s
are there?

The General Election held in May
1997 resulted in the return of 120
women as Members of
Parliament. Whilst this the highest
number yet, it still only represents
18% of the total 659 MP's. | am
the first woman MP ever in
Reading but hopefully not the last!

4. Can | get more information
about the House of

Commons?

Yes. Our staff will be happy to help
or to put you in touch with the
appropriate person at the House.
There is a lot material available -
particularly for schools. Or you can
can visit the parliamentary web
site at www.parlimentary.uk

5. Were you nervous about
making your maiden speech?
Everybody is nervous about mak-
ing their first speech in the House
of Commons. It dosen't help
when the opposition try to put you
off by acting like schoolchildren
even though tradition says that a
new M.P. should be heard without
interruption. I'm glad | got it over
with early and now feel much
more relaxed about speaking in
the chamber.

=
UNISON

Southern Region

Congratulations Jane and Martin
on a successful start in
Parliament.

For more information about UNISON,
Britain's largest union, contact
Tony Jones

Phone: 0118 959 6466
il wm co.uk
website: www.unison-
.org.uk
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Working foREADING

Focus on
Education

The New Labour Govemnment was elected with the
priorties of education, education and edu-

kept the large part of the extra money back. 1t was also
disappointing that Wokingham were doing this at the
same time as they were cutting hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds from Libraries, Berkshie Young
Musidians Trust, the Schools Museum Senace, Adult
Education and Youth and Community Centres
amongst others. Both Coundls have received extra

cation and it has been working since the
election to make that priority real.

In the first year the Govemment has:
seplaced nursery vouchers with a place
at nursery or playground for every four year
old.

22 billon exra funding for education
an extra £2 billion over five years to tackle
the backlog of repairs and maintenance in
schools

Jase Grif{[ths wnites:-

‘I made my maiden speech during the
Education (Schools) Bill on 2 June 1997, !
have continued this interest by asking a
number of questions in the House of [
Commons and being present during a
number of debates on education. | have
also wisited a number of schools in Reading East, the
Reading College of At and Technology and the
University.

Both Reading Borough and Wokingham Coundis
received more money to spend on education this year
It was pleasing to see that Reading passed this money

onto schools whilst disappointing that Wokingham

Focus @
Health

The NHS was 50 years old this year and the govemment has
made the renewal of the NHS, one of its top prionties Jane
and Martin have been working in Pariiament to ensure that

- Reading has
benefited from
resources 1o
e
health semices.
Since the elec

for the new
super hospital
on the Royal
- Berks site.
the  £25 million for
- the reprovision
Fairmile

Hospital
£4 milion to

reduce hospital waiting lists, which are now falling,

€144 000 to tackle breast cancer

It is important that there is awareness about health tssues
| and Jane has been campaigning on a number of issues,

induding raising awareness of the dangers of ectopic preg-
nancy and prostate and testicular cancer.

Our MP's believe it is important to talk to peaple who work

'\ in the heatth senice and they have visited Royal Berks hos-

Martin Salter presents the prizes to school children from Coley

money for increasing reading, writing and number
skills, autting truancy and people exduded from
school”

o Salier

*1/q
“We said that we would make education our top pr-

pital to tak to staff and have met with other heath care pro-
fessionals, induding school nurses and health visitors.

Last month  we
receved the welcome
news that hospital
waiting lists in Reading
had begun to follow
| the new national trend
and had started to fall.
1] But it is not just the
length

needs to be
] but the
e people
waiting for

g pror £
Govemment over the
next 3 years will help cut waiting times as well as funding
nationwide improvements to the cancer screening senice.

of the waiing

orty by cutting dlass sizes, improving fadiities and rais-
ing standards.

This summer the Chancellor, Gordon Brown
announced the biggest ever investment programme in
our nations’ future - an extra £19 billion for education
over the next 3 years. This means:

Smaller dass sizes - by September 100,000 more
children wall be in dasses of 30 or less - as
promised. By September 2000 no child of 5,
6 or 7 years old will be taught in dasses of over
30 children.

4n Reading an extra £3 million to spend on
improving school buildings and providing better
facilities”

“Our children are Brtain's future. We want to
give them the best of all starts in life with a first
dass education”.

In the Comprehensive Spending Review the

new Govemment announced:

an exra £19 bilion for schools over the next

three years - an average inaease of 5.1% over

| inflation

double the maney to improve schoo! buildings

and faclities

an increase in the proportion of national in
come spent on education to 5% by 2001-02

compared to 4.7% in 1997/98, meeting our

manifesto commitrent.

This money will make sure that education remains the

Govemment's number one commitment. It will also

see our pledge to reduce dass sizes, leaving no 5,6 or

7 year old being taught in a dass of 30 or more, met

by the end of this Pafiament.

NO MORE HEALTH CUTS
Despite recenving edra money from the Govemment,
Berkshire Health Authority is attempting to recover it's histor-
ical defict by proposing a series of cuts to dinical health ser-
vices incuding the specialist Health Visiting Senace: for the
elderly, Community Dentistry, Chiropody, School Nursing and
speech and language therapy. Your MP's have joined togeth-
erwith doctors and nurses to fight these cuts and persuade
the Healrh ﬂurhonty to think aga'ﬂ

e i

1 SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN to keep Reading’s ialist Health Visitor Service for
1 the elderly, Speech and language therapists and school nurses.
I Name....
1 Address
| Comment:
|
1 s
| Please return to Martin Salter, Labour MP for Reading West, 413 Oxford Rd. Reading RG30 2RS.
| NO MORE HEALTH CUTS
: Labour MP’s Martin Salter and Jane Giriffiths have joined doctors, nurses and
Health Visitors in fighting these cuts. Please lend your support to keep Reading'
1 ghting ! : ppor g
1 Community health services by returning this coupon to Martin Salter MP.

S S
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Working 1

Véme Griffiths writes: -

When Parliament is sitting | work an average of 70 hours both in
Parliament and in the constituency but work a more reasonable 9 - 5 dur-
ing the Parliamentary recess on top of evening and weekend commit-
ments,

As well as spending time in the House of Commons, | am a member of
the influential Public Accounts Committee. This meets twice a week to
look at Govemnment spending to prevent waste. | am also a member of
a number of all party groups that are listed below.

In the year since 1 May 1997 B§T
amongst others thing | have: b
“taken over 50 local groups round
the House of Commons.

stabled 28 wntten questions and
asked a number more in public.
ssigned 128 Early Day Motions
*moved a bill and spoken a number
of the Public Accounts Commitee

« been a member of two commitees

/PARLIAMENT

B

constituents lobbying on par-
ticular issues.

| have also been active in the
House of Commons lobbying
for Reading East. This has
already resulted in a better
deal for the constituency. |
have also taken up a number
of particular issues. | organised
a debate in th House of
Commans on Korean
Prisoners of War. | have organ-
ised a meeting with Ministers
that resulted in a pledge to
tackle prostate and testicular
cancer. | have also organised a meeting that resulted in a chanity to pro-
mote awareness of ectopic pregnancy being set up.

ALL PARTY GROUPS

Estonia (Joint Secretary), Japan (Joint Secretary), Far East Prisoners of War
(Secretary), China, Korea, Japan, Amenia, Human Rights, Football,
Emvironment, Cydling

BACKBENCH COMMITEES

Environment, Transport & Regions, Culture, Foreign Affairs.

two communities. | am ako heavily
involved in the moves to revive and
renew our political process through the
modemisation of the House of
Commons and reform of our electoral

scrutinising  legislation  before it m m'm“u'::
becomes law of Commons with
smet numerous deligations of Boateng MP Minister  Paul
M, .7 /.. speak in the Chamber of the House of
' e ’ J Commons and we are all competing

Looking back  with the other 650 MP's for air time.

on my first

year in  In Pariiament | have: -

Parliament “Asked around 25 public questions of

makes me govemment ministers

realise  just *Organised regular visits to the Houses

how ill pre- of Padiament for pensioners groups,

pared most residents assocations and school par

new MPs are  ties.

for ther new *Supported over 150 Eardy Day

role. There is  Motions.

no job  *Made 6 major speeches

description  *Served on the committees examining

but there are  the bills to ban foxhunting and to regu-

plenty of ules  late policdng in Northem Ireland.

which you *Led delegations to meet govemment

- wsvally don't reglise  ministers on constituency matters,

*‘wmnmﬁm exst untl you *Organised the launch of a national
break them! | have tied to spedialiseon  campaign to reduce childhood head

tI\a.a:P mportant to me of

InjLnes

make a small contribution to the peace
process through my membership of the
Northem Ireland Select Committee dnr‘

System.,

My other main areas of work indude
pressing for a better deal for pensioners
particularly on free TV. Licences and
concessionary fares and lobbying for
stricter regulation for those working in
child care.

BACKBENCH COMMITEES
South & West Group of Labour MP's
(Vice Chair), 'Keep the Link' Group of
Labour MP's (Chair), Northem Ireland
Parliamentary  Affairs, Environment
Transport and the Regions, Local
Govemment.

Your Guide to Parliamentary Jargon

Like all longstanding institutions, Parfiament has devel-
oped a language all of its own.

Speaker - The Chair of the proceedings of the House
of Commons - keeps order and  gives rulings on proce-
dure. The cument Speaker, Betty Boothroyd was first
elected as a Labour MP, but stands as an independent
for the whole time she serves as Speaker in order to pre-
senve her impartiality.

One of the most dramatic
ing issues | have been involve

the Morthem Ireland Grand

and reward

Work, promuoting

2 with has I

Early Day Motion (EDM) - A mation which lies on the
order paper of the House of Commons to attract sup-
port or to publicise a particular issue. Does not become
law but an ED.M. attracting several hundred signatures
from MP’s can influence government deasions.

10 Minute Rule Bill - A bill laid before the House usu-
ally by a backbench MP which stands little chance of
becoming law but which highlights a specific matter and
may well make the case for future legislation.

as well as some behind
g dialogue betw

the

ALL PARTY GROUPS
ld Reform, Football,
, Media, Youth Affairs

Lea Humar

R

Adjournment Debate - A debate at the end of the
day's business or on a Wednesday moming of either 30
minutes or 1.5 hours. These debates must be replied to
by a govemnment minister and are a useful tool for back-
bench MP’s.

Intervention - A slightly crazy process by which an MP
can be inteirupted in mid-speech by another member in
order to raise a specific point. Quite disconcerting until
you get used to it!

(o)
GMB
working together

Congratulations Jane Giffiths and
Martin Salter on their successful
first year in Parliament.

Regional Secretary; Eddie Warriw
81 KINGS RD, READING, BERKS
RG1 3DD. TEL: 0118 959 4128

T{&G

SOUTH AND WEST
Regional Secretary JOHN ASHMAN
Congratulations Jane Giffiths
and Martin Salter on their excellent
start in Parliament.

DISTRICT OFFICE: 89 Southamplon Sireel, Reading RG1 20L
Tel: 0118 975 0777. Fax: 0118 975 0790

Industrial Organiser; Andy Framplon

—ZOMMUNICATION
WORKERS UNION

Congratulations Jane Giffiths
and Martin Salter on a great
start in Parliament.

South East No.5 Branch, CWU Central Office,
2The Bars, Guildford, Surrey GUI 4LP
Tel: 01483 455636. Fax: 01483 455778
Chair: Martin Collins

Secretary: Dave VWarren
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1. How many people work in
Westminster?
The Commons' has 11 restau-
rants and 5 bars to take care of
feeding the 651 members, the
thousand or so permanent staff of
the House and 8,000 other pass-
holders to the Palace, plus mem-
bers' guests and those attending
functions arranged by them.

2. | note that everything in
the House of Commons is
Seats, carpets and
curtains - why?
Green dominates in the House of
Commons. The Lords uses red.
The reason for this are lost in time.
It does not help new MP's trying
not to get lost though. if the car-
pets are red - then they are tres-
passing into the House of Lords,
which happened to Jane and | on
our first dayl.

3. Are you all as scared of the
Speaker as you seem?

Certainly! Betty Boothroyd is
respected by everyone. She keeps
the House in very good order. If
you transgress thhe rules of the
House, being made to apologise
on the floor of the House is dread-
ed by all Members of Parliament.

4. How many hours a week
does an MP work?

1 work over 80 hours when the
commons is sitting, when | com-
mute to London daily and work in
Reading at weekends. Oh and by
the way, it is a myth that MP's
have three months off in the sum-
mer. There is a recess,” when
Parliament closes, but | use this
time to catch up on work in
Reading. In recess, MPs work just
as hard but without the travelling
to the Commons everyday!

5. How many staff do you
employ? _ )

We have a very limited budget to
run our ofﬁoes in Wesmnster and
Reading. | share a full-time
researcher in the Commons with
Jane and have a casamorkeranda
parttime secretary in my con-
stituency office.



Are you East
or West?

It is litle wonder that some people get confused as
to which constituency they come under as every few
years the boundaries keep changing. As a rule of
thumb parliamentary constituencies need to contain
around 70,000 electors and their borders should
not cross a County boundary. Years ago Reading

retumed just one MP to Parliament but as the town
expanded the two constituences were formed,
Reading East covers the whole of the area North
of the Thames including Caversham and Emmer
Greerl the town centre area as far as West Reading
ilway bridge, the University area, the part of South
'?edu g to east of Northumberland Averue,
Cemetery Junction, Newtown and north Earley and
of course Woodley.

Reading West cor stituency stretches from Whitley
in the south through to Coley Park and Southcote,
the Oxford Road dlt‘d, Tilehurst, Purley, Pangboume

In Touch With West Reading

MMMS@%LM"_

can see from the chart there are many other areas where
F 1 to me for assistance.  Sometirmes it is local issues,
such as complaints against the police or difficulties with counal
serices, On other occasions, they have speafic problems with the
actions of Govemment Agencies or requests for s in legis-
lation because of a bad personal experi  sys-
tem. In all of these cases it is my responsibility to help Rt&du‘
West people wherever possible, and it is a job | enjoy doing

e with o

Martin Salter’s Casework

21%
18%
16%
mOther Council issues 15%

Housing
mBenefits
Bimmigration

Legislative changes
WPolicing issues
WCovernment Agency 7%

Other

Getting out and about in West

Hary Te

Residents & Community
Organisations

CAMPAIGNS

Martin Salter has a reputation as an effecive and energetic cam-
paigner. Over the past year he has campaigned

* To protect Kennet Meadows in South West Reading and the
Tilehurst allotments from the developers.
n support of the Childhood Head Injury Protection Senvice at the
Royal Berks Hospital and successfully persuaded the govemment
I ('.000 nr‘w their campaign to extend the weanng of

< inguery into the actvities of the
.l\lurr‘&. n'\u;)u‘s Rt_‘u.d ch Establishment at Aldermaston and
against their plans to dump yet more radi
tivers.

ehan Meadows in Tt
g Traders Assoc
for better polang

N o see the

Martin Salter spear-

developers. Martin
se valuable water mead-
last I!I'Ilh'lil'lg areas of
"ulorolions.

and Theale. The majority of Martin's constituents
come under Reading Borough Council but around
20,000 fall within the old Newbury District Council
area (now West Berkshire District Coundil).

In Reading East Jane also covers two local authority
areas - Reading and Wokingham.

If you are unsure which constituency you live in
‘phone either of the MF's constituency offices.

Over the past year Jane
e since bein,
Jone since be ssues f

tact

People contact me on a

People come to n
other e')nroacn /\d ha

Beechwood
Avenue and
Howth Drive.

* Free pensioners
bus passes n
ykingham
District

* Opposing the
proposed cuts by
Berkshare Healt:

Housing 20% ECrime & Police 8% Authority
WEenefits 18% WHealth 6% B!
mimmigration 15% “Education 2% 2 s;.muveoole and t
WOther Council issues 12% “Other 10%

Legislative changes 9% - * Calling for n ves to reduce tr

tial areas.

Out and about in East Reading

nd to represe "
alking to local people and

and to take th
being elected yo
jons and companies, ir

Schools & Colleges
Community & Voluntary
Organisations

Hexham Road Res

’, she has visited
uding:

Housing Schemes
Hospitals & Health Care

Onford Road Empty Ho
Vest Berks Priority Hea ust, T
2, Community Health Coundl, Catherine Court, [




